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HELPING KIDS & FAMILIES IN ETHIOPIA 
 

Jumping in With 2 Feet  

In the summer of 2010, three women were 

sitting outside in the sunshine drinking hot 

cups of Ethiopia coffee. We shared 

friendship and connections to Ethiopia: two 

of us (Arnica and Tawnya) had adopted 

children from that country, and one of us 

(Menbere) originally hailed from there. For 

several months, we had been 

contemplating how we could get more 

involved and contribute to the country that 

had given us so much. We talked about 

how Faya Orphanage had an opening for a 

new partner, and we decided – now is the 

time. With commitments made over buna, 

Vulnerable Children Society was born. 

 

We contacted some of our friends who we knew 

would bring skills and enthusiasm. Chris had been a 

long time supporter of Faya Orphanage, and was 

well-known in the adoption community. Dacia was 

doing graduate work in international development, 

and had volunteer experience in several countries. 

Pam was a must as our advisor, since she already 

ran a similar successful non-profit out of her home. 

Tawnya brought her valuable business and financial 

experience; I (Arnica) brought my professional 

background in developing non-profit organizations. 

Menbere, who had gone to nursing school with Faya 

Orphanage’s director Meseret, was fluent in Amharic 

and enabled us to communicate directly with our 

new partner.  

 

It’s been an amazing ride over the last seven 

months. Thank you so much to our directors, 

including Nicole, who joined us in December.  

 

We sent out the call for help, and people across 

North America pitched in with donations and 

pledged their support. Thanks to your strong 

commitments, we have met and exceeded each of 

our goals!  Two highlights: We have complete 

sustainable funding through sponsorship for the 

orphanage, and have applied for charitable status.  

I can’t wait to see what the next six months bring! 

 

Peace – Selam!  

Arnica Rowan, President  

 

Faya Orphanage  

Our first partner, Faya Orphanage, runs a caring 

group home for HIV+ and HIV- kids in Adama, 

Ethiopia. The orphanage is run by the dynamic 

sister/brother duo Meseret Demissie and Sintayehu 

Habtemariam. It houses usually between 10-15 

children, although it is licensed for 30 kids. In the 

last 6 months, 3 children were adopted overseas to 

Norway; however, for many of the children, this is a 

permanent home.   

House 2 House Program  

Our partner Faya Orphanage administers a 

wonderful community support program that enables 

children to stay in their communities, even though 

they are faced with extreme poverty, and more 

often than not, HIV/AIDS. We currently have 30 

families (with one or often many more children,) 

sponsored through the House 2 House program. 

 

Over the coming year, our main goal is to expand 

this program, to ensure that even more children 

have access to good food, medical care, education 

and a family home. 

 

Assistant Director Sintayehu Habtemariam, caregivers, kids and 

visitor Mackenzie at Faya Orphanage. Photo: Mark Kostelyk  
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FROM FAYA ORPHANAGE WITH LOVE 
 

Letter: from Faya  
Orphanage’s Director 

Dear Faya supporters; 

 

Faya Orphanage officially started in the year of 

2008. We are registered and have a license from 

the Oromia region’s Justice Office. Our primary 

project is the House 2 House sponsorship program 

for children who suffer from poverty and HIV/AIDS. 

 

Currently, we have a clean and beautiful home for 

the children living in Faya Orphanage. It’s much 

nicer than the previous one. It has enough rooms 

and playing space for the children living in the 

orphanage. Our aim is to eventually have a 

permanent home, instead of renting the house. 

 

We have 7 staff members for both sites, in Ambo and 

Adama. Most of them are workers from the beginning. 

They are all interested, gifted and happy to work at 

Faya Orphanage. We are so lucky to have such 

dedicated workers. 

 

Our House 2 House program is going well. We have a 

good relationship with Ambo and Adama’s MOWA 

(Ministry of Women’s Affairs) offices and work together 

to select the neediest children. We have a schedule to 

go to Ambo monthly to pay the fund. Woreda Women’s 

affairs office facilitate the entire program. We have the 

same relationship with the Wonji Hospital ART (Anti-

retroviral) clinic representatives, to pay monthly support 

to the families. We hope to have 150 children in the 

House 2 House program by the end of the year. Our 

long-term goal is to have all the children supporting 

themselves and their families. 

 

We really appreciate our sponsors working with 

Vulnerable Children Society. We received the funds 

every month in time to pass it to the needy children. We 

are sure that this will continue sustainably. And we hope 

you will support us to have a permanent home for our 

children. 

 

Thank you all so much. 

s/r Meseret Demissie 

 

 

 

Director Meseret Demissie and long-time orphanage resident “K”.  

Photo:  Donna Landega 

“OUR LONG-TERM GOAL IS TO HAVE THE CHILDREN 

SUPPORTING THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES.” 

Our Relationship 

In November 2010, Vulnerable Children Society 

signed an extensive agreement with Faya 

Orphanage in Adama, Ethiopia. This agreement 

marked the beginning of a great working 

relationship.  

 

We are the exclusive sponsorship facilitator for 

Faya Orphanage, for both orphanage children 

,and community children in the House 2 House 

program. From the beginning, Faya’s director 

Meseret Demissie told us that she wanted long-

term stability and reliable income.  Thanks to a 

growing number of sponsors and our amazing 

one-time donors, since September 2010, we 

have been able to cover the complete operational 

costs of the orphanage and the administration 

portion of the House 2 House program. 

 

The Canadian Faya Fund Corp continues to 

fundraise for the orphanage’s long-term capital 

needs, and many gracious travelers supplement 

the orphanage’s budget with medicine, clothing, 

and toys brought from overseas. We appreciate 

their efforts and are glad their contributions 

complement our work.   
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HOUSE 2 HOUSE – ONE FAMILY AT A TIME 
 

Directed Help to Children in Need 

From 4 children in our first month, the House 2 

House program has grown dramatically to support 

30 families, in Adama and rural Wonji, as well as 

Ambo and its suburb Guder.  

 

Our partners at Faya Orphanage work with the local 

government Women’s  

Offices to identify high-

risk children. Meseret 

and Sintayehu make 

periodic  visits to check 

on the children’s  health 

and progress, and 

distribute the funds 

through the Women’s 

Office in Ambo. (Funds 

are distributed by 

themselves in Adama.)  

 

We are very pleased to be sending 

out quarterly updates to our House 2 

House sponsors, thanks to our 

dedicated director Dacia. These 

updates include pictures and/or 

information about the child. 

 

 

 

Where the Money Goes 

We hear often that people are hesitant to donate to 

causes because they aren’t sure where the money 

actually goes. One of our values is transparency, so 

you see our financial statements on our website, and 

here is a handy breakdown of exactly where your  

$35 House 2 House sponsorship goes… 
 

$2 Paypal Fees 

$1 Administration Costs 

$4 VCS Contingency Fund 

$28 to Faya Orphanage & Project Account 

 

NOTES: We are 100% volunteer-run.  

Administration costs include banking and money-

sending charges. The contingency fund is money 

set aside to cover sponsorships in the event that 

payments are late or a sponsor discontinues.  

Currently, the Ethiopian birr is rapidly devaluing, which means 

we have strong “buying power”, but also that their costs are due 

to rise soon. We send 25,000birr of operating funding to Faya 

Orphanage each month, plus 300/600birr for each direct 

child/family sponsorship. We expect the base amount to jump 

next year due to their rising costs. The remainder is held in a 

project account. We are currently doing research to prioritize 

the expenditure of those funds. 

 

 

Families with children sponsored through the House 2 House program in Ambo, Ethiopia. Photo: Sintayehu Habtemariam 

http://vulnerablechildren.ca/news/board-minutes/
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Stay in Touch!  

Did you know that we post news and photos from Faya Orphanage, visitors and program 

updates twice a week on our blog?  We also post all the minutes of our board meetings, so 

you can see what is happening behind the scenes. 

Sign up to receive our blog updates by email on  

our website homepage! www.vulnerablechildren.ca  

 

Spread the News!  

You can help tell us immensely by telling your friends 

and family about Vulnerable Children Society. Please 

“like” us on Facebook, and repost our Facebook 

status updates. You can also post our Youtube 

videos to your Facebook account and blog. There are 

no better tools for us to connect with more sponsors.  

 

YOU CAN HELP IN SO MANY WAYS! 
 

Donate or Transport Supplies!  

Thank to our newest board member Nicole, we are 

connecting traveling families with people with 

donations for Faya Orphanage. If you are traveling 

and would like to take donations with you, please 

simply email info@vulnerablechildren.ca and we will 

connect you with the folks in Ethiopia, as well as put 

out the call for donations through our channels.  

Our website has lists of people who are traveling and 

people who have stockpiled donations, and currently 

needed items from Meseret. 

Encourage a Friend to Sponsor!  

If you have received this newsletter, chances are that  
you are already donating or sponsoring a child through  
Vulnerable Children Society. Thank you!  
 
Please tell your friends and family how rewarding it is to sponsor a child in Ethiopia.  
You can even show them this wonderful sponsorship video created by a student volunteer 
from Okanagan College, Laurine Bourgogne. Laurine really captured what our House 2 House 
program is all about:  
 

Each child  
deserves a future.  
 
Please also feel free to post this video 
on your Facebook account, discussion 
groups, or even your blog!  

Visitor Naomi Frecon brings donations. 

http://vulnerablechildren.ca
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/blog/
http://www.vulnerablechildren.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vulnerable-Children-Society/152977358065778
http://www.youtube.com/user/vulnerablechildrenca
http://www.youtube.com/user/vulnerablechildrenca
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Vulnerable-Children-Society/152977358065778
mailto:info@vulnerablechildren.ca
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/donate/lend-a-hand/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URFzXVGjBEg
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/news/videos/
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GOVERNANCE AND VALUES 
Meet the Board Members 

Thank you so much to our dedicated society directors! 

All these ladies came with their own experience and 

talents, and have been instrumental in creating and 

building our new society. 

 

Arnica Rowan, Kelowna, BC 
President 

Arnica is a sustainable business 

professor and consultant, mother to 

two daughters from Ethiopia, facilitates 

Okanagan Families With Children 

From Africa, and volunteers for 

several other environmental and 

humanitarian NGOs. 

 

Chris Ardern, Toronto, ON 
Donor Communications 

Chris works in communications, and 

moderates adoptive parent on-line 

boards. Chris has a daughter from 

Ethiopia and is an active volunteer 

with Families with Children from 

Ethiopia. 

 

Dacia Douhaibi, Gatineau, QC 
Vice President / Updates 

Dacia is currently pursuing a Masters 

degree in International Relations and 

Development, has worked with 

vulnerable aboriginal youth and 

volunteered with several  

international NGOs. 

 

Menbere Muluneh, Kelowna, BC 
Partner Organization Communications 

Menbere is a registered nurse, mother 

to one son, and is originally from 

Doukem, 30km south of Addis Ababa 

in Ethiopia. 

 

Nicole Bellefleur, Charlottetown, PEI 
Visitor and Donation Facilitation 

Nicole works in loyalty marketing for 

Fairmont Raffles Hotels International, 

and serves on the board for the 

Catholic Family Services Bureau. 

Nicole is waiting to adopt a child from 

Ethiopia. 

 

 

Photo captions speak volumes of their subject matter,  

so spend a moment to explain what’s really going on  

in graphs and photographs. 

 

Pam Carlson, Vernon, BC 
Project Advisor 

Pam is an animal chiropractor, 

mother to 3 including a daughter 

from Swaziland, and runs the 

Swazi Kids Society, which 

improves the lives of vulnerable 

children in Swaziland. 

Tawnya Pattie, Wt. Kelowna, BC 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Tawnya is a restaurant business 
owner and manager, mother to 
two children from Ethiopia, and 
has travelled extensively 
throughout Africa. 

CONTACT THE BOARD: 
info@vulnerablechildren.ca  

Vulnerable Children Society is a registered (in BC) 

non-profit society. The board of directors is composed 

of elected directors from the society membership. 

Elections are held each year at the society’s Annual 

General Meeting.  

Acting on our values 

During November and December 2010, VCS 

supporters were asked to weigh in on which values 

were most important to us as a society and 

community. At the 2010 Annual General Meeting, 

the board and members decided to adopt the 

following values, based on that consultation, to 

govern our organization. We can rely on these 

values as a touchstone for every decision we make.  
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Helping Children in Ethiopia 
Vulnerable Children Society is a Canadian non-profit society dedicated to the welfare and quality of 

life of children in Ethiopia. With our partner Faya Orphanage, we care for HIV+/HIV- children in 

orphanage care, and sponsor children in four Ethiopian communities… giving them all a chance to 
survive and thrive. 

Vulnerable Children Society 

 

MISSION 

To provide for the welfare of vulnerable children  
in African nations, by providing access to food, 
shelter, education and healthcare through local 
partnership organizations. 

To enhance the quality of life for vulnerable 
children in African nations, by providing tools and 
opportunities for play, enrichment, learning, 
attachment, social and emotional development. 

To build capacity in local partnering organizations 
that care for vulnerable African children, through 
mentorship, training and support. 

To support communities and strengthen families 
with vulnerable children in African nations by 
addressing community food, water, shelter, education, 
sanitation and healthcare needs through local 
partnership organizations. 

757 Wardlaw Avenue 

Kelowna, BC, Canada 

V1Y 5B8 

 

 

250.762.9227 

info@vulnerablechildren.ca 
www.vulnerablechildren.ca 

 

Photo: Shannon Warren  Photo: Mark Kostelyk  


