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HELPING KIDS & FAMILIES IN ETHIOPIA 
 

Thank you! Amazing progress in 
just one year! 

It’s very hard to believe that Vulnerable Children 

Society only came into existence one short year ago! 

Together, we have accomplished so much in such a 

short time. 

 

The very first month in operation, we were able to 

fully support Faya Orphanage and the beautiful 

HIV+/HIV- children who live there. Then just a few 

months later, we became self-sustaining, with enough 

sponsorships to “pay the bills” every month. 

 

We turned our focus to the House 2 House program, 

which supports extremely vulnerable children in their 

own communities. Most of these kids are HIV+ and all 

of them are in dire need of medical and educational 

assistance. To date, we have almost 40 families 

(including many children) sponsored, and several 

others who are funded out of the general funds.  

 

When the horrible drought struck this year in Ethiopia, 

our House 2 House families were slammed by the 

sky-rocketing food prices. Once again, you wonderful 

donors stepped up and we were able to feed our 50 

families  as well as 66 more waiting for assistance. 

Hundreds of children were able to eat nutritious food, 

all thanks to you and our amazing partner 

organization, Faya Orphanage. 

 

This year brings more growth and more projects. We 

have teamed up with Canadian Humanitarian to 

furnish their educational centre in Gindo, Ethiopia. 

We are also sending our first full-time month-long 

volunteer, who is hosting workshops for 

orphanage caregivers, teaching them about 

nutrition, first aid and small-scale gardening. 

 

Our application for charitable status has been 

received and reviewed by Revenue Canada, and 

we expect to be able to start issuing tax receipts 

early next year! This will open even more funding 

doors for us. 

 

Our impact so far has been amazing – I can’t wait 

to see how our programs will grow and how many 

children’s lives we can change in 2012. 

 

Betam amesegënallô!! 

Arnica Rowan, President 

Vulnerable Children     Society 

Photo: Lyndsey Shields   

Planning caregiver workshops with board member  

Menbere Muluneh and volunteer Maryam Fox.   
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Furnishing Canadian Humanitarian’s 
Educational Centre  

In Gindotown, Ethiopia, poverty is a relentless cycle 

that often affects those who have the least amount of 

resources – children. Uneducated, impoverished, 

hungry and often abandoned, these children are at 

high risk of HIV infection, dehydration, and death.  

 

Vulnerable Children Society is proud to announce our 

partnership with Canadian Humanitarian to assist 

some of Gindotown’s most vulnerable children. The 

goal is to provide these children and their guardians, 

who are typically impoverished women of the 

community, with social, physical and emotional 

support. Canadian Humanitarian and the Ethiopian 

organization BEKA are building a education support 

centre which will include a preschool, afterschool 

programming, a social enterprise centre, a library, and 

a community garden tended to by the guardians.   

 

The centre needs books to assist the children with their 

education; furniture for learning and supplies for the 

garden.  Vulnerable Children Society has committed to 

furnish the centre and fill the library, so that Gindo’s 

children can learn and thrive. 

 

Follow the growth of the building by checking out 

Canadian Humanitarian’s blog.   

 

Want to contribute? You can donate to furnish this 

amazing centre with books, supplies and furniture! 

CLICK HERE TO DONATE. 

PROJECT NEWS 
 

Letter from Faya Orphanage 

We are writing to thank  you for all your kind 
support. It has been our greatest pleasure to 
work with you in the past few years. Your 
contributions have greatly assisted us to help 
vulnerable children, in ways never anticipated in 
the beginning. We are very much grateful indeed. 
 
We are pleased to report that more than thirty 
eight vulnerable and abandoned children in their 
own homes are currently supported through the 
House 2 House program. The children have so 
far been supplied food stuffs and accessories for 
schooling, among others. These are currently 
given priority but in the future we hope to assist in 
other areas in their lives. 
 
 Faya Orphanage and its beneficiaries are very 
much thankful for your kind support so far. We 
are forever indebted for your thoughtfulness. We 
hope that we will continue to work together. 
 
Sincerely, 
Meseret Demissie 
Director, Faya Orphanage 

Photo courtesy of Canadian Humanitarian 

Photo: Lyndsey Shields   

http://canadianhumanitarian.com/blog/index.php/projects/beka/
http://canadianhumanitarian.com/index.php?p=c&t=vcs
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“IT WAS SHOCKING HOW LITTLE IT 
TOOK AND WE WERE GRATEFUL TO 
VCS FOR ENABLING US TO BE 

INVOLVED.” 

Meeting Our Sponsored Teen 

This summer we had the opportunity to travel to 

Ethiopia and were able to meet the teen we sponsor 

and the boy my parents sponsor through VCS.  

Both trips were amazing and along with seeing 

more of the beautiful Ethiopian countryside we got 

to meet some inspiring and resilient young people. 

 

The young man we sponsor is 16 years old and 

he’s been on his own since he was about four.  This 

in itself is remarkable, but if you add to that the fact 

that he was born without use of his legs, it is both 

extraordinary and unfathomable.  We met him for 

lunch at a restaurant in Mojo and were immediately 

reminded about how we see things through western 

eyes.  We arrived first, and knew he had paraplegia, 

so tried to decide if the indoor or outdoor seating 

arrangement would be better for wheelchair access.   

 

When he arrived with Sintayehu, he opened the car 

door and dropped out of the car onto the ground 

and then pulled himself to the outdoor seating area 

we had chosen.  Here we were, assuming he’d 

have a wheelchair and shocked to see him having 

to move around in that way.  He had recently gotten 

a hand powered bike but it wasn’t portable and 

wouldn’t fit in the back of the car.   

LIFE-CHANGING REPORTS FROM ETHIOPIA 
 

The tops of his feet bore the scars of years of 

being pulled along the ground.  We all sat 

down and he began to tell us his story 

through Sintayehu.   

 

When he was 5, a family friend told him he 

could come live with her in the city because 

he had nowhere else to go.  When he arrived 

he discovered that she had only taken him in 

so he could keep watch over her home.  With 

his limited mobility, she knew that he would 

stay put.  This went on for years, until he 

decided that he was going to go to school 

one way or another.  However, when he left 

the compound and dragged himself to 

school, she kicked him out because he was 

no use to her anymore.  He then started 

living on the street at 10 years old and going 

to school occasionally.   

 

Years passed and he struggled to survive.  

Then through a caring teacher and Vulnerable 

Children Society, things began to turn around.  

He received the hand powered bike, and once 

he was sponsored, was able to get a small 

place of his own to live in and attend school 

more regularly.  He wrote a business proposal 

to Sintayehu in which he costed out the supplies 

he would need to get his own shoe shining 

business started.   

 

The plan laid out how he would expand from 

shining shoes into shoe repair and possibly 

even sales.  We knew we had to help him get 

his business going so that he could have some 

way to help support himself.  Sintayehu was 

amazing and took us to the market in Adama to 

find all the supplies he’d need to get his shining 

business started.  All told, the supplies cost 250 

birr or $13.  $13 to provide someone with their 

own business and way to generate income.   

 

 

 

Continued  

next page…   
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LIFE-CHANGING REPORTS FROM ETHIOPIA 
 

Keeping Cool at Faya Orphanage 

   

We met up with Sintayehu and Meseret from Faya 

Orphanage on May 25
th
. They are both so friendly, 

welcoming and gracious!  What wonderful people 

they are!  We met up with them initially at a gas 

station in Adama and then once we connected we 

went to the Safari Lodge for a drink and to learn 

about Faya.   

 

We then shared the amount we had to donate (as 

we were sharing our fundraised money between 

2 organizations).  They looked really happy and so 

delicately asked if it would be ok if they used it to 

buy a fridge as theirs was not working properly 

any more.  We thought that was a fantastic idea, 

so off we went to do a little appliance shopping. I 

never thought I`d be doing that in Ethiopia! At the 

end of the day, we ended up with a huge fridge 

and a juicer! 

  

They then took us to Faya were we got a tour, 

played with some of the younger children, had a 

coffee ceremony, and of course unloaded and 

installed the fridge. 

  

I think Sintayehu and Meseret were happy.  We 

left them with a fridge and juicer, but really they 

were the bigger blessing as we walked away from 

that experience much better people from having 

met them and learning about the fantastic work 

that they do. It really was one of the highlights of 

our trip!           Tracey and Jason Hedges 

Our Sponsored Teen, Cont… 

   

Visiting the boy my parents sponsor took us to 

Ambo west of Addis Ababa.  It was a brief meeting, 

but again, here was another incredible young man 

facing difficult circumstances.  So many people 

doing the best they can with what they have, in 

situations that are unimaginable to so many of us in 

Canada. I think what has stuck with me the most 

about meeting the boys is that despite everything 

they have been through, they still have a light in 

their eyes and smiles that brighten a room.  So 

many children, all deserving of a chance.   

 

Keep up the great work Vulnerable Children!  

Tam Mickel and Rekor Atkinson 

Tam is 

donating 

10% from 

her book  

The Other 

Ethiopia to 

Vulnerable 

Children.  

Click to 

order. 

http://www.blurb.com/user/store/tmickel
http://www.blurb.com/user/store/tmickel
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FOOD AID FOR HOUSE2HOUSE FAMILIES 
 

On-going Help 

Even though the drought 
has directly affected the 
southern region, food 
prices across Ethiopia 
have skyrocketed. This 
rapid increase in prices 
has had a direct impact 
on the ability of many 
low income families.  

For the coming year, we 
have set aside dollars to 
fund another round of 
food aid, if the families in 
our House 2 House 
program are in need.  

Drought Relief Successful 

This summer, the Horn of Africa was ravaged by 
drought and famine. Vulnerable Children Society 
moved quickly to support the 50 at-risk families in 
our House 2 House community support program, 
as well as 66 more families on the waiting list.  

Each family in Adama, Wonji, Ambo and Guder 
received bags of tef flour, distributed by our 
wonderful partner organization, Faya Orphanage. 
The food aid reached a minimum of 275 children. 
Additionally, 45 Wonji students received school 
materials to start the year off right, and 30 of those 
students also received some food to take home to 
their families. 

House 2 House program director Sintayehu 
Habtemariam commented on how surprised and 
appreciative the families were. He added: 
“Everybody was so happy. The line-ups were long 
but people were patient and grateful. We thank you 
for everything you did for these children.” 

Thank you so much to our wonderful donors who 
made this drought relief work possible. We are 
truly grateful for you! 

 

Families receiving food aid and children with new school supplies in Wonji, Ethiopia.  

Photo: Sintayehu Habtemariam 

 

House 2 House program, families receiving food aid  in Ambo, Ethiopia.  

Photo: Sintayehu Habtemariam 

http://vulnerablechildren.ca/projects/hiv-kids-in-adama-ethiopia/
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YOU CAN HELP IN SO MANY WAYS! 
 

Give the Gift of Love for the Holidays!  

Show your loved one that you care about them, and about the children in 
Ethiopia at the same time. Donate to Vulnerable Children Society, or 
sponsor a Family, or Community Child through our House 2 House program 
in your friend or family member’s name. 

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3! 

1. Simply click on the appropriate icon below, and complete your gift 
with Paypal, debit or credit card. 

   
 

2. Send us an email info@vulnerablechildren.ca . Include your name, 
and the gift recipient’s name, full address and email, as well as any 
special instructions. 

3. If we receive your donation email before December 15th, we will 
send out a paper postcard informing the recipient of your kind gift. If 
we receive your donation after December 15th, we will send out an 
e-card to their email address on December 25th (unless you instruct 
otherwise.) 

Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukkah!  
Joyous Kwanzaa! Melkam Genna! 

 

Spread the News!  

You can help tell us 

immensely by telling your 

friends and family about 

Vulnerable Children Society.  

Please “like” us on Facebook, 

and repost our Facebook 

status updates.  

 

You can also post  our 

Youtube videos to your 

Facebook account and blog. 

There are no better tools for us 

to connect with more 

sponsors.  

Add a badge to your 
website or blog! 

You can help us fundraise by 

adding a badge to your website 

or blog. Click here for 

instructions and downloads: 

Holiday Badge  

Regular Badge 

Donate or Transport 
Supplies!  

Thank to our board member 

Nicole, we are connecting 

traveling families with people 

with donations for Faya 

Orphanage. If you are 

traveling and would like to 

take donations with you, 

please email 

info@vulnerablechildren.ca 

and we will connect you with 

the folks in Ethiopia, as well 

as put out the call for 

donations through our 

channels.  

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Vulnerable-Children-Society/152977358065778
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/donate/holiday-gifts/
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/donate/one-time-donation/
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/donate/sponsor-a-family-2/
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/donate/sponsor-a-family/
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/projects/hiv-kids-in-adama-ethiopia/
mailto:info@vulnerablechildren.ca
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/?attachment_id=315
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/?attachment_id=316
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/?attachment_id=318
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vulnerable-Children-Society/152977358065778
http://www.youtube.com/user/vulnerablechildrenca
http://www.youtube.com/user/vulnerablechildrenca
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/2011/12/01/add-a-gift-of-love-badge-to-your-blog-help-us-fundraise-for-vulnerable-children
http://vulnerablechildren.ca/news/sponsor-pride/
mailto:info@vulnerablechildren.ca
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PLACE PHOTO HERE,  

OTHERWISE DELETE BOX 

 

JOIN US: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING! 
Board Members 

 

Arnica Rowan, Kelowna, BC 

President 

Arnica is a sustainable business 

professor and consultant, mother to 

two daughters from Ethiopia, facilitates 

Okanagan Families With Children 

From Africa, and volunteers for 

environmental /humanitarian NGOs. 

 

Chris Ardern, Toronto, ON 

Donor Communications 

Chris works in communications, and 

moderates adoptive parent on-line 

boards. Chris has a daughter from 

Ethiopia and is an active volunteer 

with Families with Children from 

Ethiopia. 

 

Dacia Douhaibi, Gatineau, QC 

Vice President / Updates 

Dacia is currently pursuing a Masters 

degree in International Relations and 

Development, has worked with 

vulnerable aboriginal youth and 

volunteered with several  

international NGOs. 

 

Menbere Muluneh, Kelowna, BC 

Partner Organization Communications 

Menbere is a registered nurse, mother 

to one son, and is originally from 

Doukem, 30km south of Addis Ababa 

in Ethiopia. 

 

Nicole Bellefleur, Charlottetown, PEI 

Visitor and Donation Facilitation 

Nicole works in loyalty marketing for 

Fairmont Raffles Hotels International, 

and serves on the board for the 

Catholic Family Services Bureau. 

Nicole is waiting to adopt a child from 

Ethiopia. 

 

 

Photo captions speak volumes of their subject matter,  

so spend a moment to explain what’s really going on  

in graphs and photographs. 

 

Pam Carlson, Vernon, BC 

Project Advisor 

Pam is an animal chiropractor, 

mother to 3 including a daughter 

from Swaziland, and runs the 

Swazi Kids Society, which 

improves the lives of vulnerable 

children in Swaziland. 

Tawnya Pattie, Wt. Kelowna, BC 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Tawnya is a restaurant business 
owner and manager, mother to 
two children from Ethiopia, and 
has travelled extensively 
throughout Africa. 

CONTACT THE BOARD: 
info@vulnerablechildren.ca   

Vulnerable Children Society is a registered (in BC) 

non-profit society. The board of directors is composed 

of elected directors from the society membership.  

Are you a sponsor?  
Then you are a member!  
Please join us at our AGM… 

Meet us ONLINE on Tues. December 13, 2011  at 

10am Pacific / 11am Mountain / Noon Central / 1pm 

Eastern / 2pm Atlantic time. We use an interactive 

multimedia classroom thanks to Okanagan College. 

To be sent the online meeting URL location, please 

RSVP by Dec 11 to info@vulnerablechildren.ca . 

 

Hopefully, Chris Ardern will be presenting about her 

November 2011 trip to Ethiopia, including details on 

the administration of the House 2 House program. 

We will also be discussing our financial statements 

(actually pretty exciting!) progress on various 

projects, and electing our board for next year. 
   Hope you can join us! 

 

mailto:info@vulnerablechildren.ca
mailto:info@vulnerablechildren.ca
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Helping Children in Ethiopia 
Vulnerable Children Society is a Canadian non-profit society dedicated to the welfare and quality of 

life of children in Ethiopia. With our partner Faya Orphanage, we care for HIV+/HIV- children in 

orphanage care, and sponsor children in four Ethiopian communities… giving them all a chance to 

survive and thrive. 

Vulnerable Children Society 

 

MISSION 

To provide for the welfare of vulnerable children  
in African nations, by providing access to food, 
shelter, education and healthcare. 

To enhance the quality of life for vulnerable 
children in African nations, by providing tools and 
opportunities for play, enrichment, learning, 
attachment, social and emotional development. 

To build capacity in local partnering organizations 
that care for vulnerable African children. 

To support communities and strengthen families 
with vulnerable children in African nations by 
addressing community food, water, shelter, education, 
sanitation and healthcare needs. 

 

757 Wardlaw Avenue 

Kelowna, BC, Canada 

V1Y 5B8 

 

 

250.762.9227 
info@vulnerablechildren.ca 
www.vulnerablechildren.ca 

 

Photo: Sintayehu Habtemariam  Photo: Shannon Warren  


